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Honoring Dr. A.J.
LP Dedicates the Dr. A.J. Sellett 

Memorial Gymnasium
The LaSalle-Peru Township High School community formally celebrated 
the renaming of the west gym as the Dr. A.J. Sellett Memorial 
Gymnasium on January 28.

“We’re thrilled…to be able to honor a great man and celebrate with 
his family and members of the community,” Superintendent Steve 
Wrobleski said during the ceremony.

LPHS Board of Education vice president Tony Sparks also spoke 
during the ceremony, calling Dr. Sellett a “pillar of the community” 
who “provided an invaluable service to the school and community.”

Representing Dr. Sellett’s family, many of whom were at the ceremony, grandson Brian Sellett, 
who serves as a director on the LPHS Foundation board, said Dr. Sellett had three great passions 
in his life: family, his medical practice and LP High School. “I think it was well deserved and I think 
he would have been happy about it,” Brian Sellett said, referring to his grandfather.

An LPHS graduate, Dr. Andrew Joseph “A.J.” Sellett (1919-2008) practiced medicine in the Illinois 
Valley for 55 years. During that time he served on the LPHS Board of Education for more than 20 
years, including three terms as board president. He was also a great fan of LP athletics, volunteering 
his time as team doctor for LP’s football, basketball, baseball, and track teams for nearly four 
decades and providing free sports physicals to countless Cavalier athletes. Sellett served in the 
U.S. Army Medical Corps during World War II.

The LPHS Board of Education in November approved renaming the gym after the late Dr. A.J. 
Sellett, following the recommendation of a committee that reviewed community nominations for 
a new gym name. Community members were asked to nominate people who made a significant 
positive contribution to LPHS. LPHS is grateful to all of our community members who submitted 
nominations during the gym naming process.

Brian Sellett, grandson of Dr. Sellett, 
speaks during the ceremony.

Members of Dr. Sellett’s family pose beneath the new sign 
in the Dr. A.J. Sellett Memorial Gymnasium.

A group of local businesses – TEST, Inc., Hammers Hearing Care Center, Coldwell 
Banker, and Apple Press – have partnered to provide Dr. A.J. Sellett Memorial Gymnasium 
commemorative tote bags to the first 1,000 fans attending the LPHS v. St. Bede Academy 
boys basketball game. This game has been rescheduled for Wednesday, February 12.

Dr. A.J. Sellett

The Future of the Cavaletter
The Cavaletter, which you’re reading now, is a valuable tool used to keep our LP families 
connected with what happens at LPHS. Unfortunately mailing a copy of it to each of our 
families can be expensive, especially as postage costs increase. In order to be fiscally 
responsible, we are considering alternative methods of delivering this information to our 
families, such as relying primarily on email as a delivery method. Before any decision 
is made we want to hear from our families.

So please take a moment and fill out the survey at the following URL: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CavaletterSurvey

It will only take a moment and it will greatly help our decision making process.

Thank you!

Music All-Stars
Congratulations to Lisa Hallen (French Horn), Emily Maze (French Horn), Maggie 
Ferguson (Flute), Paige Scoma (Bassoon), Margaret Covert (Flute), Marisa Mitchell 
(Oboe) and Tristan Martin (Clarinet) for representing LPHS at the District 2 IMEA Band 
Festival at Augustana College. Marisa Mitchell (Oboe) participated at the IMEA All-State Festival 
in Peoria, January 22-25.

Additionally, three LP musical performers were paraded through the school in January as 
they prepared to perform in the Illinois Music Education Association’s annual conference and 
All-State concerts. Marisa Mitchell was chosen as an oboist in the All-State orchestra. 
Greg Goodman sang Bass I in the All-State chorus, and Abby Smith was a Soprano I in 
the All-State Honors chorus. The students had to audition for this honor.
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From the Superintendent’s Office

New Courses & Program Directions...2014-2015 February 2014

Congratulations Students of the Month!

The Faculty and Division Chairs of LPHS continue to 
demonstrate a strong desire and belief in offering the best 
courses for our students. I am very excited to share with our 
families new courses in the Math Division and a complete 
restructuring of the Physical Education program at LP, 
beginning this fall.

In the Math Division, we will be offering FIVE (5) new courses 
for our students at the junior-senior levels ~

❶  Algebra 3 (one semester)
❷  Trigonometry (one semester)
❸  Probability & Statistics (one semester)
❹  Discrete Math (one semester)

These courses are non-weighted classes designed for students 
who may not be interested in taking a pre-calculus or an 
Advanced Placement class. However, these classes are suited 
and appropriate for ALL students as they focus on connecting 
mathematics to real-world applications. Our math teachers 
felt strongly that we needed to offer a wider-range of classes 
for more of our students to feel comfortable taking a fourth 
year of math.

The last new math course being offered next year is ~
❺  Advanced Placement Computer Science A

As a District, we have heard for several years a strong desire 
from our students and parents to offer a computer programming 
class. We are pleased to roll-out our 12th AP class at 
LPHS!

Our Physical Education program will look very different 
next year. For starters, all the freshmen will be grouped 
together. We will no longer offer freshmen-sophomore PE. The 

freshmen will continue to experience a structured PE program 
with a balance on fitness, team, and individual sports. Freshmen 
will also continue taking Health as one of their semesters.

The sophomores, juniors, and seniors will see the greatest 
change in PE next year. Students will sign-up for three week 
units in which they will get to select their options. This can 
result in students having different PE teachers throughout the 
year, since our instructors will be sharing the responsibilities 
of teaching all the new options. While students will not always 
get their first option, we believe giving our kids a choice will 
increase their interest and participation in physical activity.

At the end of the day, we want our students to make healthy 
choices and develop the habit of life-long fitness. Our PE 
teachers are currently working on the list of options that will 
be available to the students. As a sneak preview, some of the 
options include...yoga, archery, and ultimate Frisbee. 
Kudos to our Physical Education teachers for the hard work 
they are putting into this restructuring!

As always, if you have any suggestions, questions, or feedback, 
please share that with me at swrobleski@lphs.net or 
(815) 223-2373.

Sincerely,

Steven R. Wrobleski

Learn...Grow...Lead...
Excellence is our Standard!

Counseling Office 
(LP Counselors C.A.R.E.)
The Counseling Office has a full slate of activities planned for 
second semester. Some upcoming activities include:

 • FEBRUARY 3rd-6th: 
8th-Grade Registration

 • FEBRUARY 4th: 
IVCC meetings at LP 
(IVCC counselors will be here to meet with 
students during the school day)

 • FEBRUARY 12th: 
Senior Parent Power Session: FAFSA 
Completion Night/IVCC Night 
(counselors will be here again to talk with 
parents/students)

 • FEBRUARY 14th: 
Most local Scholarships due

LPHS Sports Complex 
Ribbon Cutting

The community is invited 
to come out and see the official 

Ribbon Cutting and Grand Opening Ceremony 
for the LPHS Sports Complex.

The ceremony will be on Monday, March 3 
at 3 pm at the LPHS Sports Complex 

(N. Chartres St., LaSalle) 
with an open house and team practices to follow.

January Students 
of the Month
The LaSalle-Peru Township High School January Students of 
the Month were recognized during a breakfast ceremony on 
Wednesday, January 29.

Students recognized this month were (front row, from left) Greg 
Goodman, Alec Freschi, Brad Suarez, Macie Sarver, Hayley 
Zulkowsky, Alexa Marx, Aly Plankenhorn, (back row, from left) 
Katie Wellner, Lindsey Mayper, Rachel Ernst, Savannah Willis, 
Lauren Spelich, and Shana Milby (not pictured). Students are 
nominated for this honor by LPHS teachers, coaches, and staff.

The ceremony was sponsored by the Renaissance Program and 
LaSalle County State’s Attorney Brian Towne.

11-Tues. 7 pm Band Festival Concert, Sellett Gym
12-Wed. 7 pm Athletic Booster Club Meeting, 

Cavalier Community Room

17-Mon.  No School, 
Presidents Day

UP-TO-DATE SPORTS SCHEDULES AT http://il.8to18.com/lasalleperu

19-Wed. 6 pm School Board of Education Meeting, 
Library

20-Thurs. 7 pm Choral Festival Concert, 
Matthiessen Auditorium

27-Thurs.  High Scholarship Program, 
Matthiessen Auditorium

LP Foundation News

 ➤ The LaSalle-Peru Township High School Foundation for 
Educational Enrichment is organizing a:

  BBQ Drive-Through Dinner fundraiser 
on Monday, March 3.

  The dinner will coincide with the Grand Opening and Ribbon 
Cutting at the LPHS Sports Complex.

  For a cost of $12, diners will receive a BBQ 
beef brisket sandwich, cheesy potato casserole, 
coleslaw, and a cookie. Meals can be picked up in the 
LPHS Sports Complex concession stand. All orders must 
be placed by buying a ticket 
before February 20. Tickets can 
be purchased from Foundation 
members or in the LPHS District 
Office. Dinners will be prepared 
by Stone Jug BBQ.

 ➤ The LP Foundation also will host the:

  2nd annual Trivia Night from 7-10 pm 
on Saturday, March 8 in the 

LaSalle Knights of Columbus hall.
  The cost to participate is $10 per person with the 

maximum size per team of 10 people. There will be a cash 
bar and food available for purchase along with 
raffles and 50/50.

Proceeds from both events benefit the LP Foundation which 
supports academic and extracurricular programs and activities 
that fall outside of the regular LPHS annual budget.

Cavalier Football Celebration
The LP Endzone Club held its Annual Football Banquet on Sunday, 
January 19 to honor the 2013 Cavalier Football Team. The event 
was held at Senica’s Oak Ridge and was attended by more than 
250 people. Lanny Slevin was the guest speaker. The players were 
presented with their awards and a shirt from the Endzone Club 
was given to all underclassmen. Each senior was given a memory 
book and a framed collage from the Moms’ Club. Also each senior 
was presented with a watch from the Endzone Club. The Endzone 
Club also presented Damion Allen with the Cavalier Award and 
Best Impressions with the Business Sponsorship Award for 2013. 
Other senior award winners were: William A. Pelkey Persistence 

of Effort Award: Logan Zeman and Jonathan Sydlowski; Ed 
Merriman Offensive Back Award: Colby Sassano; WLPO Lineman 
Award: Erik Gens and Jonathon Hewitt; Youth Football Award: 
Reed Pezanoski; C.L. “Tiny” Dungan Spirit Award: Alex Duncan.


